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Wilkins, H. J. Westbury College from a. 1194 to 1544 A.D. Bristol: J. W. 

Arrowsmith, 1917. 208 pages. 

This is a compilation of material gathered with a view to a history of Westbury 
College. Sections set forth the early days of the college, Bishop Giffard's efforts 
toward its enlargement, its deans, and canons, with a chronological statement of their 
preferments, its dissolution, a Westbury tradition, and the careers of John Carpenter, 
Henry Sampson, and William Canynges. The most notable chapter is one that gives 
information concerning John Wyclif. The compiler has covered considerable new 
ground by conscientiously examining episcopal registers, patents rolls, papal cor- 
respondence, and miscellaneous documentary material embodied in the publications 
of several county historical societies. This service will be appreciated by a select 
circle of investigators whose scholarly instincts may suggest some parallels between 
the history of Westbury College and that of the partciular institution they are exam- 
ining. To others this compilation will be of little value. 

P. G. M. 

Faulkner, John Alfred. Wesley as Sociologist, Theologian, Churchman. 

New York: Methodist Book Concern, 1018. 173 pages. $0.75. 

From an analysis of Wesley's teachings on riches, the making of money, luxury, 
scarcity of provisions, the rum traffic, tobacco, militarism, and slavery, the writer 
concludes (with Lecky) that it was the religious enthusiasm of the Wesleyan revival 
which saved England from a social upheaval corresponding to the French Revolution. 
Though conservative in his devotion to the central truths of the gospel, Wesley is 
represented as liberal in his definition of the church, in his terms of admission to his 
societies, and in his wide mental outlook and fellowship with the spirits of all races, 
times, and creeds. His churchmanship abounds in contradictions. The whole drift 
of his life after 1738 — notably his use of lay preachers — was a repudiation in practice 
of the church for which he kept professing such unabated devotion. 

An appendix dismisses the Erasmus tradition of Wesley's ordination as wholly 
untenable. The author's study as a whole is fresh, interesting, and scholarly. 

P. G. M. 

Purcell, Richard J. Connecticut in Transition, 1775-1818. Washington: 
American Historical Association, 1018. x+471 pages. 
This is a doctoral dissertation submitted to the graduate faculty of Yale Univer- 
sity to which was awarded the John Addison Porter and the Justin Winsor prizes. 
It appears with revisions and abridgments, especially in respect to charts and notes. 
The first two chapters deal with the growth of irreligion, deism, and dissent, and 
the consequent revolt against Calvinism. The author convincingly shows that 
through the combination at the polls of the unorthodox and heretical, religious liberty 
was secured for Connecticut, and Congregationalism bereft of its control over the 
state. Chapters iii and iv discuss the economic awakening of Connecticut during the 
period. Agriculture, banking, commerce, education, and immigration are treated in 
detail as affording in the changes involved an understanding of the struggle for democ- 
racy, governmental and social. The concluding four chapters give an account of the 
alignment of parties involving ecclesiastical forces, and the steps 'by which a consti- 
tution was finally secured. 



